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SFCC’s James N. McLaughlin Signs Presidential Contract

Jan. 23, 2004—James N. McLaughlin, who came to Santa Fe Community College as dean of administrative services in fall 2001, signed a three-year contract Thursday to become the college’s fifth president.

The college’s governing board awarded McLaughlin a $140,000-a-year contract based on a review of salaries paid to other community college presidents. The contract also includes a housing and automobile allowance as well as other benefits that many community college presidents receive.

“The negotiations went smoothly. We all agree we have a terrific leader who possesses the talent and vision that Santa Fe Community College needs,” said Carol Brito, who chaired the presidential search committee and serves as the governing board secretary.

The governing board selected McLaughlin last November following a fact-finding process that culminated in a community forum, special board meeting and interview last fall.

“Santa Fe Community College is one of the region’s greatest assets and I am honored to be part of this institution and committed to the community it serves,” McLaughlin said.

McLaughlin has worked in higher education administration for nearly 30 years. He served as dean of administrative services at San Juan College in Farmington, director of business services at Auraria Higher Education Center in Denver, assistant controller at The University of New Mexico, associate executive director for administration and financial planning director for the New Mexico Commission on Higher Education (CHE), director of the state planning division of the Office of State Planning and Budgeting in Denver, senior staff associate at the National Center for Higher Education Management Systems at the Western Interstate Commission on Higher Education (WICHE) in Boulder, Colo., and coordinator for budgets and audits at the Colorado State Board for Community Colleges and Occupational Education in Denver.

About Santa Fe Community College

Santa Fe Community College serves more than 14,500 students per year in its credit, noncredit and adult basic education programs. 
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