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SFCC Supports Conservation Efforts by Purchasing Only Hybrid Vehicles

Feb. 26, 2004 —The Santa Fe Community College Governing Board voted to further support the use of alternative transportation fuels Thursday by calling on the college to purchase higher efficiency vehicles that are powered by fuel other than just gasoline or diesel. 

“The college’s goal is to move to a fleet of hybrid vehicles that will reduce our dependence on fossil fuels, safeguard our environment and meet the requirements of state and federal laws calling for the use of alternative fuels,” said Jim McLaughlin, president of Santa Fe Community College.

Effectively immediately, the college will make every effort to purchase alternative fuel vehicles. The college also will issue these hybrid vehicles, whenever they are available, to faculty and staff members traveling on business, and require its employees when traveling to seek alternative fuel vehicles from car rental agencies.

Moving toward alternative fuel vehicles is the latest effort in SFCC’s commitment to conservation. The college is working to save energy and create a sustainable environment.

“Initial efforts toward conservation, which began last summer, are already saving the college more than $90,000 a year and conserving valuable natural resources including 500,000 gallons of water and 110,000 kilowatt hours of electricity annually,” said Bruce Besser, vice chair of the Santa Fe Community College Governing Board. 

When all the scheduled projects for heating, cooling, water, gas and electric are in place, they will reduce the college’s energy costs by approximately 20 percent.

About Santa Fe Community College

Santa Fe Community College serves more than 14,500 students per year in its credit, noncredit and adult basic education programs. The 20-year-old college offers academic, career and personal-enrichment programs and services to meet the needs of business, government and the region’s diverse population. The college contributes to the area’s economic, technological and cultural development by offering programs ranging from art to business management and directly addresses regional job shortages through its nursing, teacher education and culinary arts programs. For further information, visit www.sfccnm.edu or call (505) 428-1000.
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