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Santa Fe Community College Board Approves Two New Tuition Rates

March 30, 2004 — Students will pay slightly more for tuition at SFCC starting this summer, but the cost of attending the college remains a bargain compared to most four and two-year schools. 

The 2003-2004 average annual tuition and fees for community colleges nationwide is $1,560 for two semesters based on 12 credits per semester, according to a study by the American Association of Community Colleges.

By comparison, students at SFCC will pay $796, even with the increase. And if SFCC students pay in advance by taking advantage of a new early bird rate, the cost is only $724 for tuition and mandatory fees for two semesters. In-district students, who take 12 credit hours of courses and take advantage of the early bird rates, will see an overall increase of only $2.80 per semester. 

The increase in tuition is needed to offset a reduction in state tuition funding, which will amount to more than $71,000 next fiscal year. 

The early bird tuition rate for students who register and arrange payment at least two weeks prior to the semester is $27 per credit hour, up 50 cents per credit hour for students who live in the college’s taxing district. Approximately 83 percent of SFCC students live within the district. The regular tuition rate for in-district students who register less than two weeks before or after the start of the semester is $30 per credit hour, up $2.50 per credit hour.

These two new rates, available to all in-district students, will apply to summer and fall 2004 and spring 2005 semesters. Students who live outside the district or in other states also will pay slightly higher tuition rates.

The college’s governing board approved the new rates and also voted to consolidate mandatory fees. Three fees – a $1.50 per credit hour activity fee, a $1.50 per credit hour service fee and a $5 per semester registration fee – will be combined into one $3.50 per credit hour mandatory fee to simplify the process. The early bird service fee will be $3.15 per credit hour.
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"We are doing everything we can to keep tuition low and maintain our quality educational programs and services for the community," said Randy Grissom, the college’s vice president for administrative services. "New Mexico, like all other states across the county, is struggling to balance its budgets. It's unfortunate that education is affected."

Dr. Andrea Bermúdez, the college's vice president for academic and student affairs, said 20 percent of SFCC students register the week before and the week that classes start. By encouraging students to register early, the college hopes to improve schedule planning, reduce course cancellations and give students a chance to save money.

“This financial incentive will encourage students to register early for courses and allow us to cancel fewer classes because it will give us a better and earlier indication of students’ class registration intentions,” Bermúdez said.

About Santa Fe Community College

Santa Fe Community College serves more than 14,500 students per year in its credit, noncredit and adult basic education programs. The 20-year-old college offers academic, career and personal-enrichment programs and services to meet the needs of business, government and the region’s diverse population. The college contributes to the area’s economic, technological and cultural development by offering programs ranging from art to business management and directly addresses regional job shortages through its nursing, teacher education and culinary arts programs. For further information, visit www.sfccnm.edu or call (505) 428-1000.
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