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PeaceJam Conference Brings Nobel Peace Laureate to Santa Fe

April 8, 2004 — Guatemalan indigenous rights activist and Nobel Peace Laureate Rigoberta Menchú Tum will spend the weekend of April 17 and 18 in Santa Fe working with local youth as part of this year’s PeaceJam Youth Conference to be held at Santa Fe Preparatory School and St. John’s College.

PeaceJam is an international organization dedicated to joining Nobel Peace Laureates with young people as a way of empowering youth to transform their communities and the world around them.  

Santa Fe Community College began a new Peace Studies course on campus this semester and sponsors the PeaceJam course at Santa Fe High School. The students in these classes, along with students at Santa Fe Preparatory School, have been working with the PeaceJam curriculum to develop ideas for resolving the problems of violence and discrimination in their own communities. 

The students will share their proposals with Menchú during her visit. “For teenagers to meet a Nobel Laureate is like giving them the best that humanity has to offer,” says SFCC’s PeaceJam instructor at Santa Fe High Karey Thorne. By collaborating with someone of such international status, students feel validated and empowered. “They consider it to be a real privilege,” adds Thorne.

Menchú will also work directly with the students in regional problem solving, using the example of Guatemala and the tools of dialogue, workshops and community service to stimulate students 

to find solutions to inequality and injustice.
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Menchú was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1992 for her activism on behalf of the Maya-Quiché and other indigenous groups in Guatemala, making her the first Native American Peace Laureate and youngest person to receive the prestigious distinction. Menchú’s family members were assassinated by government security forces in Guatemala in the late 1970s, and Menchú herself was forced into exile in Mexico in 1980 due to her participation with labor and human rights groups. She is now the promoter of the United Nations mandated International Decade of Indigenous Peoples. 

As part of her visit to Santa Fe, Menchú will give a public lecture titled “Healing Communities Torn by Racism and Violence” on Saturday, April 17, at 7 p.m. in the Student Activities Center at St. John’s College, 1160 Camino Cruz Blanca. Advance tickets can be purchased for $10 at the Lensic box office, 988-1234, or at tickets.com. If seats are still available, tickets will be sold at the door for $15.

About Santa Fe Community College

Santa Fe Community College serves more than 14,500 students per year in its credit, noncredit and adult basic education programs. The 20-year-old college offers academic, career and personal-enrichment programs and services to meet the needs of business, government and the region’s diverse population. The college contributes to the area’s economic, technological and cultural development by offering programs ranging from art to business management and directly addresses regional job shortages through its nursing, teacher education and culinary arts programs. For further information, visit www.sfccnm.edu or call (505) 428-1000.
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