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SFCC’s Dental Program Earns Full Accreditation

Oct. 5, 2004 — The American Dental Association has awarded Santa Fe Community College’s dental assisting program full accreditation through 2010. The accreditation reflects the college’s commitment to ensuring quality and continuous improvement in dental assisting education, said Aamna Nayyar, head of SFCC’s dental program. 

Students enrolled in SFCC’s 10-month dental assisting certificate program learn the basics of dental assisting and get hands-on practice through the on-site dental clinic and several off-site dental specialty clinics. DAST 259, a comprehensive preparation course for the Dental Assisting National Board certification exam, also is offered at SFCC.

In addition, the college soon will begin enrollment for a new associate of applied science program in dental assisting. The associate degree provides additional opportunities in the dental profession and prepares students to pursue more advanced studies in dental health.

Now in its 5th year, the dental program at SFCC serves the community by providing year-round public dental education on an outreach basis. Free oral screenings and referrals also are provided to some of the area’s children. The services are the focus of a Community Dental Health course offered every spring and supported throughout the rest of the year by the campus SMILES Club, which stands for Students’ Majoring in Lovely, Everlasting Smiles. 

The program in dental assisting is accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation. The Commission is a specialized accrediting body recognized by the United States Department of Education. The Commission on Dental Accreditation can be contacted at (312) 440-4653 or at 211 East Chicago Avenue, Chicago, IL 60611.

For more information on SFCC’s dental program, call 428-1258 or visit www.sfccnm.edu/sfcc/pages/343.html.

About Santa Fe Community College

Santa Fe Community College serves more than 14,500 students per year in its credit, noncredit and adult basic education programs. For further information, visit www.sfccnm.edu or call (505) 428-1000.
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