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Santa Fe Voters to Make a Choice About Higher Education
Education Bond Issue B to Go the Polls on Nov. 2 

Santa Fe, NM, Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2004 - On Nov. 2, Santa Fe voters will face a choice: whether to support capital improvements of Santa Fe Community College and the New Mexico School for the Deaf, or sit back and watch the facilities and infrastructure of our state institutions of higher education crumble due to lack of funding.

It's time again for citizens to cast votes on the General Obligation Bond for Education, also known as Bond B. The New Mexico State Legislature places the bond issue on the ballot every two years. The 2004 cycle proposes allocating $94 million for capital improvements to New Mexico higher education institutions and constitutional special schools.

Santa Fe Community College (SFCC) will receive $1 million if voters pass this bond. The monies will be used for technological upgrades and new administrative operating software that will make SFCC's software compatible with other state systems. It will also fund building improvements including carpet replacement and courtyard upgrades to improve traffic patterns and add native plants to reduce water use.

As a result of voters passing Bond B in 2002, SFCC received $1 million, which was used for capital improvements including surveillance and security systems, repair and resurfacing of stucco walls and parking lots, remodeled woodworking and fine arts classroom labs and additional computer software.

The New Mexico School for the Deaf stands to get $6 million to build a facility for its early childhood education programs, including preschool through elementary programs and La Casa Feliz Daycare Center, and fund the second phase of its aging campus renovations project.

What is the cost to taxpayers? The general obligation bond is funded by property taxes collected by The State of New Mexico. The cost will equal approximately $.31 per thousand dollars of the taxable value of property - down from $.34 during the 2002 bond cycle. For example, citizens will pay $10.17 per year on property with an assessed value of $100,000. Those with properties assessed at $250,000 will pay only $25.44 per year. 

 
About the 2004 G.O. Bond for Education Campaign Committee
The G.O. Bond for Education Campaign Committee is a consortium of representatives from New Mexico institutes of higher education. The Committee's primary objective is to advocate, through a statewide public education campaign, for the passage of Bond B and continued funding of capital improvements at New Mexico schools.
 
About Santa Fe Community College
SFCC serves more than 14,500 students per year in its credit, noncredit and adult basic education programs. For information, visit www.sfccnm.edu or call (505) 428-1000.
 
About the New Mexico School for the Deaf
The New Mexico School for the Deaf has been proudly serving New Mexico's Deaf and Hard of Hearing children, ages birth - 21, since 1887. NMSD's main campus is in Santa Fe and its two satellite preschools are located in ABQ in Las Cruces. In addition to being a school, NMSD is also an Outreach Agency. As part of its outreach services, Step*Hi, NMSD's early intervention program, serves 117 families with infants/toddlers that have a hearing loss and provides support to approximately 300 Deaf and Hard of Hearing students that attend public schools throughout the state. 
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