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Health and Safety Extravaganza Offers Free Health Information, Screenings and Immunizations for Children

Santa Fe, NM, Friday, Sept. 3, 2004 –  The annual Health and Safety Extravaganza will be held on Friday, Sept. 24 and Saturday, Sept. 25. The two-day event will feature health screenings and information for adults as well as free children’s immunizations and child safety demonstrations. There will also be a special appearance by Sgt. Joe Matthews from America’s Most Wanted to promote child safety and distribute free DNA testing kits for children.  

On Friday, Sept. 24, an All Ages Health Fair will be held at Santa Fe Community College from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Admission to the health fair is free.  Events include:

· Low-cost health tests, including cholesterol, lipid, PSA and bone density

· Free health screens for nutrition, body fat, diabetes, blood pressure, spinal wellness and vision exams

· Free information and demonstrations about a variety of services

· A blood drive for donors age 17 and over

· Great entertainment, snacks and giveaways

Parking at the Community College is free.  For those who take the Santa Fe Trails bus, rides home are free.

On Saturday, September 25, a Kids’ Health and Safety Safari will be held at Genoveva Chavez Community Center from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Events include:

· Safety tips and DNA testing kits for the first 200 kids (with a special appearance by Sgt. Joe Matthews from America’s Most Wanted!)

· Bike rodeo and car seat clinic (10 a.m to noon)

· Police, EMS and fire department demonstrations

· Climbing wall

· Martial arts and snake safety demonstrations

· Weenie roast, face painting, balloons and giveaways

· Special surprise guests

In addition, children can receive free immunizations from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (Shot records are required.)

-more-

Also on Saturday, Sept. 25, Santa Fe’s first annual Arthritis Walk fundraiser will take place at the Chavez Center.  There will be a 5K outdoor walk with a one-mile indoor option.  Registration begins at 8 a.m. and the walk starts at 9 a.m.  To register, call Laurie Rivera at the Arthritis Foundation’s Greater Southwest Chapter at (505) 899-1103.  Or register on-line at www.arthritis.org.

Parking at the Chavez Center is free.  For those who take the Santa Fe Trails Bus, rides home are free.   

The event is presented by St. Vincent Regional Medical Center in partnership with the City of Santa Fe, Santa Fe County and Santa Fe Community College.  For more information, call 820-5258.

St. Vincent Regional Medical Center is a community-based, private, not-for-profit hospital serving more than 250,000 people in seven counties in northern New Mexico. St. Vincent was founded in 1865 by Sisters of Charity and is New Mexico’s oldest hospital and the largest private employer in Santa Fe.  The hospital is designated as a “sole community provider” by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services and accredited by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations.
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