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SFCC Kicks Off Discussion Series on Contemporary Painting

First of Seven Events Features Pat Steir with Lucy Lippard 

June 11, 2004 — Santa Fe Community College is proud to announce the premiere event of a two-year series that will feature nationally recognized painters, art critics and curators in discussions on contemporary painting.

The first event in the Painting as Inquiry series kicks off with American painter and conceptual artist Pat Steir of New York in conversation with cultural critic Lucy Lippard of Galisteo, N.M. at 7 p.m. on June 30 in the Jemez Rooms at Santa Fe Community College, 6401 Richards Ave., Santa Fe, N.M.

Steir’s interest in the process of painting is influenced by ancient Chinese Taoist writings on painting as well as the action painting of American expressionist Jackson Pollock. Lippard co-founded several artists’ organizations, served as curator for more than 50 exhibitions and published 20 books on feminism, art, politics and place.

Each of the seven events in the Painting as Inquiry series includes a discussion between a painter and a writer, curator or art historian who is familiar with the painter’s work. The second discussion in the series, scheduled for September at SITE Santa Fe, will feature painter Inka Essenhigh, whose works teeter between the comic and the apocalypse, and Charles Stainback, executive director of SITE Santa Fe in Santa Fe, N.M.

SFCC will coordinate the Painting as Inquiry series, which is funded in part by an $18,000 grant from the National Endowment for the Arts.

“Our goal is to invite painters of national and international prominence to Santa Fe for public discussion and presentation over the next two years,” said Siegfried Halus, director of the fine arts department at SFCC. “The artist’s work will be placed in the context of the struggle for relevance and the depth of social engagement faced by contemporary painters today. Our objective is to better understand the changing nature of contemporary painting.”

(more)

Painting as Inquiry (page 2)

With work ranging from the sociopolitical critiques of Enrique Chagoya to the emotionally charged landscape paintings of Gregory Amenoff, the series features a diverse lineup of artistic personalities. The series will continue through January 2006 at galleries, colleges and museums in Santa Fe.

In addition to Amenoff, Chagoya, Essenhigh and Steir, participating painters include contemplative artist Meinrad Craighead of Albuquerque, N.M. who is known for her visionary paintings, Kerry James Marshall whose paintings, installations and public projects investigate African American identity, and James McGarrell whose approach to figurative painting is intricate, detailed and full of literary reference. 

Besides Lippard and Stainback, the interviewers include Andrew Connors, senior curator of the National Hispanic Cultural Center in Albuquerque, N.M.; art historian and essayist Eugenia Parry; and writer, critic and art historian Barbara Rose.

Supporting organizations include SITE Santa Fe, the Museum of Fine Arts in Santa Fe, the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum in Santa Fe, College of Santa Fe, Gerald Peters Gallery in Santa Fe and the National Hispanic Cultural Center in Albuquerque.

Seating is limited. Tickets are $5 per event and are available through the Lensic box office by calling (505) 988-1234. If available, tickets also will be sold at the door. For information about the series, call (505) 428-1230.

Painting as Inquiry Schedule (All events begin at 7 p.m.)

2004







Location

June 30

Pat Steir with Lucy Lippard 


SFCC

Sept. 15 
Inka Essenhigh with Charles Stainback
SITE Santa Fe

2005

Feb. 9
 
Meinrad Craighead with Eugenia Parry
College of Santa Fe, Tipton Hall

April 20
Enrique Chagoya with Andrew Connors 
SFCC

June 8

Gregory Amenoff with Barbara Rose

To be determined

Oct. 26 
Kerry James Marshall (interviewer TBD)
Museum of Fine Arts

2006

Jan. 25 

James McGarrell (interviewer TBD)

To be determined

About Santa Fe Community College

Santa Fe Community College serves more than 14,500 students per year in its credit, noncredit and adult basic education programs. The college contributes to the area’s economic, technological and cultural development by offering programs ranging from art to business management and directly addresses regional job shortages through its nursing, teacher education and culinary arts programs. For information, visit www.sfccnm.edu or call (505) 428-1000.
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